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What this means — OpenID and openid.realm

OpenlD is the sign-in standard behind the “Sign in with Steam” button: the site does not

receive the password, Steam confirms the identity to it. openid.realm is the field carrying the
address of the site asking for the sign-in, and openid.return_to the address Steam is to send
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the user back to. Steam receives both on every request and prints the realm on its own login
.page — which is why this dossier can name the host each platform authenticates through

- Section 3 — the observed routes
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What this means — session, access and refresh tokens

After a successful sign-in the client is handed a token instead of keeping the password — an
access token to act with, and a refresh token to obtain new ones. The practical consequence
runs through this investigation: whoever holds a valid token does not need the password, and
.does not need the Steam Guard code either, because both were already spent to obtain it

- Section 5 — the pre-2023 key architecture
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